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 Name Sire CE BW WG Milk YG 
Crystal Yogurt 7Y  Crystal Waldo 23W  1 -1 40 19 63 ABCs 
 Donation Purebred Heifer  89 74 86 71 94 %W.B. 
 
Crystal Yellow Rose 4Y  Crystal Waldo 23W 3 -2 39 18 60 ABCs 
 Polled Purebred Heifer  97 94 84 67 90 %W.B. 

 
Crystal Yahoo 32Y  Crystal Waldo 23W 4 -4 44 14 66 ABCs 
 Purebred Heifer  99 98 92 40 94 %W.B. 
 
Crystal Winnie 4W  Rheo Lancaster 113L 2 -2 38 15 53 ABCs 
 Polled Purebred 2 Year Old  91 89 79 42 79 %W.B. 

 
Crystal Young Blood 28Y  Deebran Eldyn 12S -1 2 52 34 74 ABCs 
 Fullblood Bull  62 29 98 99 97 %W.B. 

 

Crystal Farms  
Paul & Mary Ellen, Samantha & Phillip Ferguson  

 

RR 3, 21 Crystal Road, Jasper, Ontario K0G 1G0  
Tel: 613 - 275 - 2422  

Fax: 613 -275 -1713  
E-Mail: ferguson.maryellen@gmail.com  

 

Animals also for sale by private treaty.  

Crystal Farms  
 

Updated pictures and EPDs of Crystal -consigned animals in the National Sale in Lindsay  

Crystal Yogurt 7Y - Donation Heifer 

Crystal Yahoo 32Y - Lot 10 Crystal Yellow Rose 4Y - Lot 9 Crystal Winnie 4W - Lot 6 

Crystal Young Blood 28Y - Lot 1 

See you in 
Lindsay 

Sept 24, 2011 
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TATTOO LETTER FOR 2011 IS ñYò 

The Canadian Blonde 

dôAquitaine Association 

Bylaws & Code of Ethics 

are posted on the website. 

BYLAWS & CODE OF ETHICS  

www.canadianblondeassociation.ca  

Presidentôs Message 

As I sit to write my final letter for my term as 

President I have a chance to reflect the year that 

has gone by. Personally I have learned a great 

deal about waiting and understanding the process 

of organ transplants. On August 15 th , 2011 my 49 

year old brotherôs beeper went off and he had 

been called to Toronto General Hospital where he 

received a double - lung transplant. Within 36 

hours of surgery he was walking around the ward 

and taking deep breaths with his new lungs. In his 

words, ñHe has been given a second chance 

because someone has lost a life.ò This miracle 

reminds us all of how important it is to be positive 

and seek the good in every situation. I like the 

quote: ñDonôt sweat the small stuff!ò 

 

This is the perfect opportunity to address the 

many volunteers who are dedicated to our 

national and provincial associations. Please take a 

moment to thank those people who take time out 

of their lives to help the association move 

forward. Please also consider letting your name 

stand as a director and contribute your ideas.  

 

On behalf of the Canadian Board I would like to 

congratulate and thank the directors of the 

Ontario Blonde dôAquitaine Association for all their 

hard work and dedication to make the National 

Annual General Meeting, Show and Sale a 

successful event. We are looking forward to 

seeing you all in Lindsay on September 24 th  and 

25 th , 2011.  

 

Sincerely,  

Ian Kruis  

Canadian Blonde dôAquitaine President 

En écrivant mon dernier message comme 

Pr®sident, jôai le temps de r®fl®chir sur la derni¯re 

ann®e.  Personnellement, jôai beaucoup appris au 

niveau de patience et le processus de 

transplantation dôorganes internes.  Le 15 ao¾t 

2011, mon fr¯re, ©g® de 49 ans, a eu lôappel quôil 

attendait ï lôH¹pital G®n®ral ¨ Toronto lui 

confirme quôil va recevoir une double-

transplantation de poumons.  Dans les 36 heures 

suivants la chirurgie, il marchait tout seul et 

prenait de grands respires avec ses nouveaux 

poumons.  Dans ses mots ï « jôai une deuxi¯me 

chance parce que quelquôun a perdu sa vie ».  Ce 

miracle nous confirme tous lôimportance dô°tre 

positif et de trouver la valeur de chaque situation.  

Jôaime bien le dicton ç Nôinqui®tez-vous pas des 

petites choses  ».  

 

Je tiens à remercier les bénévoles qui sont 

d®vou®s ¨ notre association nationale ainsi quô¨ 

nos associations provinciaux.  Veuillez sôil vous 

plaît prendre un moment pour remercier les gens 

qui prennent de leurs temps personnel pour aider 

dans lôavancement de notre association.  Veuillez 

aussi considérer de vous présenter comme 

directeur et nous faire part de vos idées.  

 

Au nom du Conseil dôadministration, je tiens ¨ 

féliciter et remercier tous les directeurs de la 

Soci®t® Blonde dôAquitaine de lôOntario pour leur 

excellente gestion de lôAGA 2011 et de la Vente et 

Exposition 2011.  Nous souhaitons tous vous voir 

à Lindsay les 24 et 25 septembre.  

 

Sincèrement,  

Ian Kruis  

Pr®sident, Soci®t® canadienne Blonde dôAquitaine 

Message du président  

A couple goes to an art gallery. They find a picture 

of a naked women with only her privates covered 

with leaves. The wife doesnôt like 

it and moves on but the 

husband keeps looking. 

The wife asks, ñWhat are 

you waiting for?ò The 

husband replies, 

ñAutumnò. 
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The quarterly newsletter features events, articles, and 
programs of interest to members of the Canadian Blonde 
dôAquitaine Association.  The newsletter is e-mailed to all 
members with e-mail addresses, and posted on the 
Canadian website. Those without an e-mail address 
receive the newsletter by Canada Post. 
 

 Issue  Deadline  Distributed  
 Winter  December 1  December 15  
 Spring March 1 March 15 
 Summer June 1 June 15 
 Fall September 1 September 15 

Member Newsletter 

Friendly reminders on ad deadlines for the 
quarterly newsletter are sent to members 

with e-mail addresses. If you do not have an 
e-mail address, mark your calendar today, 

and get your ad to us this coming November. 
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƭŀŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘΗ 

 

AD RATES  
 Size Rate GST Total  
 Full page $150.00 $7.50 $157.50 
 1/2 Pg 55.00 2.75 57.75 
 1/4 Pg 40.00 2.00 42.00 
 1/8 Pg 20.00 1.00 21.00 

Toll Free  

1 - 877 - 833 - 7110  

Eating  lean beef  builds lean muscle in adults, kids  
 

Article courtesy Ontario Farmer 

A report released by the Beef Information Centre 

(BIC) last week cites research by Dr. Douglas 

Paddon -Jones of the University of Texas, which 

finds that eating lean beef helps build lean muscle 

tissue in both older and younger adults.  

 

A single meal with four ounces of lean beef, 

providing about one ounce of lean protein 

reportedly results in a 50 per cent increase in 

building lean muscle tissue -  a finding that is 

particularly important for the aging population.  

 

The research, which is funded, in part, by the BIC, 

indicates an increasing need for high quality 

protein as people age, to prevent or minimize age

- related muscle loss. Paddon -  Jones used beef as 

the protein source to prove his hypothesis.  

 

"It has long been assumed that the ability to build 

lean muscle decreases with age," the report says. 

"But in fact, the human body is still quite capable 

of generating muscle well into the senior years, as 

long as the amino acids (the building blocks of 

protein) are available."  

 

BIC invests in research on topics related to 

Canadian beef's role in nutrition and health.  

"Nutrition research builds the foundation for 

evidence -based positive messages and advances 

the industry's knowledge of the role and impact of 

beef in a healthy diet," says the report.  

 

"This research positions beef in a positive light, 

particularly for baby -boomers who tend to reduce 

their protein and beef intake -  the opposite of 

what they should be doing."  

Sept 23 -  25  National Meeting, Show & Sale  

Oct 1 -  2 Roseneath Fair, Ontario  

Oct 7 -  9 Expo Boeuf, Victoriaville, PQ  

Nov 26  Alberta Associationôs AGM, Leduc 

Dec 1  Winter newsletter deadline  



 

Board Member Address Phone Fax E-Mail  

Ian Kruis 
President 

RR 1, 6325 Enfield Road 
Hampton, ON L0B 1J0 

905-263-2930 905-263-2934 farmerkruis@knoxpumpkinfarm.com 

Murphy Baker 
Vice-President 

1050 - 14th Line, RR 5 
Sunderland, Ontario L0C 1H0 

905-985-0563   bakerblondes@andrewswireless.net 

Myrna Flesch 
Sec'y/Treasurer 

Box 334 
Stavely, AB T0L 1Z0 

403-549-2371 403-549-2374 westwind@telusplanet.net 

Ken MacKenzie 
Executive Member 

7401, 4900 - 54 Ave 
Drayton Valley, AB T7A 1V8 

780-542-2268 780-542-7388 kenkb@telus.net 

Paul Ferguson 21 Crystal Rd. RR 3 
Jasper, Ontario K0G 1G0 

613-275-2422   ferguson.maryellen@gmail.com 

Dave Kamelchuk Box 32 
Ellscott, Alberta T0A 1B0 

780-675-1227   littlecreekagroforestry@gmail.com 

L. Pierre Léger 1177 - 34c Av 
St-Zotique, QC J0P 1Z0 

450-267-9160 450-267-9166 phanica@hotmail.com 

Ron MacArthur 735 Salisbury Road 
Moncton, NB E1E 1C4 

506-382-6630   rmacarthur@rogers.com 

Reed Rigney Box 5959 
Westlock, AB T7P 2P7 

780-348-5308   rigney@clearwave.ca 

To access the Members Only 

section on the website, please 
contact a Board member for the 

password. This page features 
current and archived Board 

minutes, as well as AGM minutes  

& committee reports since 2005.  

The Canadian Blonde dôAquitaine Association is not responsible for any 

claims made in an advertisement appearing in this newsletter. 
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2011 Board of Directors ...  

KAM BLONDES  

Karl & Ann Musgrove  

Box 106, Charlie Lake, BC V0C 1H0  

(Charlie Lake is near Fort St. John)  

 

Phone: 250 -262 -3278  

 

ñKeeping the Commercial Man in Mindò 

MARKET YOUR SEEDSTOCK ONLINE  
Why not advertise your bulls, cows, heifers, semen or 

embryos where the world can see what you have 

available! If you have any bulls or females for sale, 

embryos or semen, or are looking to buy, this is the 

place for you. Use the Canadian Blondes marketplace 

to find livestock, hay, or other items you might want.  

 

Text only ads on the Marketplace page are just $5!  

Ads with pictures are charged $10 per picture. 
 

FAX OR E - MAIL YOUR INFORMATION:  

FAX  905 - 263 - 2934  

E- MAIL President Ian Kruis at  

farmerkruis@knoxpumpkinfarm.com  

Itôs Bull Test Time!! 
Donôt forget Bull Tests and Heifer Evaluations 

begin soon -  check with your nearest Test 

Centre for their delivery date schedule. This is 

an extremely good way to get your product 

known and before the public in your area.  

mailto:farmerkruis@knoxpumpkinfarm.com
mailto:bakerblondes@andrewswireless.net
mailto:westwind@telusplanet.net
mailto:kenkb@telus.net
mailto:mailto:ferguson.maryellen@gmail.com?subject=Inquiry%20from%20Cdn%20Blondes%20Newsletter
mailto:littlecreekagroforestry@gmail.com
mailto:phanica@hotmail.com
mailto:rmacarthur@rogers.com
mailto:rigney@clearwave.ca
mailto:farmerkruis@knoxpumpkinfarm.com
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Converting from year-round calving to a controlled breeding season 
Dr. Les Anderson, Extension Beef Specialist, University of Kentucky 

Maintaining a controlled breeding and calving 

season can be one of the most important 

management tools for cow -calf producers. A 

uniform, heavier, and more valuable calf crop is 

one key reason for keeping the breeding season 

short. Plus, more efficient cow supplementation 

and cow herd health programs are products of a 

short breeding season. However, converting from 

a year - long breeding season to a shortened 2 to 3 

month breeding season should not be done 

haphazardly.  

A system for converting from year - round to a 75 -
day controlled calving season over a period of two 

years would present less loss and fewer problems 

than to try to convert in one year. The following 

steps are suggested for getting on a controlled 

breeding system:  

Determine the ideal time of year and the 

length of your new calving season. For 

example, my cows will calve from February 

15th to April 30th (74 days).  

Determine the reproductive status of each cow 

in your herd. First, go to your record book to 

determine the last date each cow calved. If 

you don't keep records, try to match the cows 

and calves up and estimate their age. For 

example, let's assume we have 30 cows. 

Calving dates from fall 09 to spring 10 are as 

follows: Last August 09 = 0 cows calved, Sept 

= 2 calved, Oct = 2 calved, Nov = 1 calved, 

Dec = 0 calved, Jan = 0 calved, Feb = 3 

calved, Mar = 9 calved, Apr = 5 calved, May = 

5 calved, June = 2 calved, July = 1 just 

calved. Keep in mind that the 5 cows that 

calved in the fall are likely pregnant.  

Based upon the reproductive status of your 

herd, determine if you would like one, 

controlled calving season or two. In our 

example, 5 cows calving in the fall are likely 

not worth the hassle so they will be held over 

and should NOT be exposed to a bull until next 

spring. If, however, half of your herd calved 

July -December, it is a better economic 

decision to make these your fall - calving cows 

and the ones that calve from January -June 

your spring -calving cows.  

Build a good strong bull pen or well - fenced 

bull pasture. An electric fence in addition to  

the regular fence may be needed.  

Remove your bull(s) from the herd. Select the 

removal date to coincide with about a 120 day 

season for your spring -calving cows. In our 

example, we would remove the bull(s) near 

the end of August. He would stay in the bull 

pen until May 7th of next year.  

Sixty days after removing the bulls from the 

herd (or at a convenient time near this date), 

pregnancy check all cows and cull all non -

pregnant dry, breeding -age females that have 

been running with the bull and all non -

pregnant cows with calves 5 months of age or 

older. Your fall calving cows have likely either 

calved or are very close to calving.  

You may want to consider starting the breed-

ing season of your replacement heifers 20 to 

30 days ahead of the final breeding date for 

your herd. Most extended calving seasons are 

the result of failure of young cows to rebreed 

in a timely fashion. The additional 20 -30 days 

enhances the opportunity for these young 

cows to rebreed next season. So, your re-

placement heifer breeding season would start 

around April 10th and these females would 

begin calving around January 20th. I realize 

that this is a bit early for calving and you 

might experience 1 -2% higher calf death loss. 

Financially, 1 -2% death loss is easier to swal-

low than a 25% decrease in pregnancy rate 

the following year.  

The second year, follow the same system as 

outlined about except remove the bull on the 

week of July 20th. If you have fall and spring 

calvers, then put the bull in for the fall cows 

around November 20th and remove him 

around January 20th . 
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News from Ontario  
Submitted by Ilse Vink  

It was picnic time for the OBdAA 

this month. On the fourteenth of 

August, we gathered at the home 

of Dennis & Debbie Elliott, near 

Staffa, Ontario, and enjoyed a good 

day of friendship & food. 

 

First we gathered to chat around a campfire, before going 

on a tour of the Elliott's Blonde herd, where a very 

friendly bull came around asking for a backscratch. Rain 

didn't faze us, as we simply gathered in the Elliott's 

garage, where they had tables and chairs set up in 

readiness for us. 

 

Dennis & Debbie had asked their vet to talk to us about 

vaccinations, which he did well, as well as answering all 

the questions we came up with afterward. A Ken-Pal 

representative was also in attendance, and gave a talk on 

the importance for adequate mineral intake for cattle. 

 

Afterward we 

enjoyed the 

food, (naturally 

beef was on the 

menu!), and 

raised funds for 

the OBdAA with 

a mini-auction. 

 

Thanks, Dennis & Debbie, for opening your home for us, 

we enjoyed the day! 
 

www.ontarioblondes.com  

Planning is underway for the 

2011-2012 Alberta Blonde 

Bull Test. The bulls will start 

their warm-up period at 

Cattleland Feedyards in 

Strathmore sometime in early November. The exact date 

will be hammered out once we have talked to all the 

contributors. The warm-up period will be 28 days followed 

by a 112 day test, and an optional carcass ultrasound. 

Bulls will come off test in early April, and be available for 

private treaty purchase. Most of the bulls were sold prior 

to test completion last year so if you have interest in a 

bull, donôt wait too long in contacting the contributor. The 

results will be posted on our website as they become 

available, and results from the past two years (including 

carcass ultrasound) are still posted and available for 

viewing. If you arenôt a computer person, the results can 

also be sent via fax or mail by contacting the Alberta 

Association directly. Also if anyone is interested in 

consigning bulls, please contact us. 

 

The AGM for the Alberta Association will be held in Leduc 

this year. The date will be Saturday November 26
th
. The 

meeting will begin at 10 am. Watch for your official 

notices later in the fall. We encourage all members to 

attend, and help set the direction of our association. 

 

After many years the Olds College Steer-A-Year project 

has been discontinued. It was a showcase of steers from 

different beef breeds, and they were compared for gain, 

feed efficiency, carcass traits and ultimately profit. We 

would like to thank Harry Nauenburg for all the time he 

invested in organizing the Blonde steers attending the 

project, as well as Dennis & Lyndon Szott who 

contributed the steers for many years. 
 

www.albertablondecattle.com  

News from Alberta  
Submitted by Reed Rigney  
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Annual picnic (Ferme René Gravel):  
 
The Association held its annual picnic on August 7th, 
2011 in St-Prosper de Champlain at René and Andrée 
Gravelôs home. The menu was a M®choui (barbecue) of  
pork and Blonde d'Aquitaine beef provided by the 
Gravels.  
 
We had the privilege of attending lectures by René 
Perreault, president of the Quebec Beef Producers 
Federation and Claude Lavallée from the Joint 
Committee of Beef Breeds and spokesperson of the 
Inverness Beef Festival.  
 
There was a treasure hunt organized by Andrée and 
René. We would like to thank the Gravel family for their 
warm welcome. Thank you.  
 
There were 41 persons at the picnic this year; still hoping 
that more will participate next year.  

      

Dates of the 2011 Exhibitions:  
 
Expo Québec August 17 - 28th, 2011  
Richmond Expositon September 8 - 11, 2011  
Expo-Boeuf (Victoriaville) October 7 - 9, 2011  
Expo Lindsay (Ontario) Sept 23 - 25, 2011  
   
For those interested in showing subjects at the different 
expositions, please contact Clémence Landry 819 336-
5503 or for English speaking only L. Pierre Léger 
450 267-9160. Please note that Expo Boeuf Victoriaville 
welcomes the out of Québec breeders at the show. 
 

National Convention 2012  
At the invitation of the Canadian Association, the Board 
of Directors of your association is pleased to announce 
that the 2012 National Convention of the Canadian 
Association will be held in Victoriaville, Québec in 2012. 
More information to come.  

Pique nique annuel (Ferme René Gravel):  
 
LôAssociation a tenu son pique nique annuel le 7 ao¾t 
2011 ¨ St-Prosper de Champlain chez Andr®e Perron et 
René Gravel, au menu était un Méchoui de porc et de 
bîuf Blonde d,Aquitaine fourni par les Gravel. 
 
Nous avons eu 
le privilège 
dôassister ¨ des 
conférences 
présentées par 
Messieurs 
René 
Perreault, 
président de la 
Fédération des 
Producteurs de 
Bîuf du Qu®bec et Claude Lavall®e du Comit® Conjoint 
des Races de Boucherie et responsable du Salon des 
Viandes d'Inverness. 
 
Comme activité il y a eu une chasse aux trésors 
organisée par Andrée et René. Nous désirons remercier 
la famille Gravel pour leur chaleureux accueil, Merci. 
 
Nous étions 41 personnes au pique nique cette année, 
en espérant toujours en avoir plus qui participeront 
lôann®e prochaine. 
 

Date des Expositions 2011  
 

Expo Québec du 17 au 28 août 2011 
Expo Richmond du 8 au 11 septembre 2011 
Expo-Bîuf (Victoriaville) les 7-8-9  octobre 2011 
Expo Lindsay (Ontario) du 23 au 25 septembre 2011 
  
Vous êtes intéressé à exposer des animaux et de 
participer aux jugements. Prenez note quôExpo Bîuf 
Victo est ouvert à tous les éleveurs à travers le Canada. 
Pour plus dôinformations veuillez contacter Cl®mence 
Landry au 819 336-5503 ou L. Pierre Léger (pour parler 
en anglais) au 450 267-9160. 
 

Convention Nationale 2012  
Suite ¨ lôinvitation de lôassociation canadienne, le conseil 
dôadministration de votre association est heureux de vous 
informer que la Convention Nationale 2012 de 
lôassociation canadienne se tiendra ¨ Victoriaville, 
Qu®bec en 2012. Plus dôinformation ¨ venir. 

Nouvelles de lôAssociation Blonde dôAquitaine du Qu®bec 
Submitted by Clémence Landry, présidente 
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Well of all things, people in Saskatchewan are NOT 
whining about drought!  For the first time in recorded 
history the land is flooding, yes flooding, go figure. After a 
full winterôs snow, 17 inches of rain and a foot of wet 
snow, we are NOT short of water in any dugouts, 
sloughs, grain bins, cellars ... oh, you get the picture do 
you? Such an interesting time we live in. 
 
Crops that managed to get put in or ones that were fall 
seeded like winter wheat or rye did do very well, where 
they were not drowned out. Hay crops were fantastic, 
with the same criteria. 
 
One of the lovely things that is coming out of all this 
mishap is the willingness of people to help others. Our 
baler was broken; Donny lent us his baler and tractor to 
finish our straw.  Donnyôs pasture was under water so 
Mark opened up one of his, and so on and so forth. I 
could give you all kinds of examples from people giving 
as little as a ride to someone, to people lending houses 
to those whose homes were under water. Adversity often 
makes heroes out of ordinary people, especially ones 
who do not look for the glory in it. 
 
The cattle prices are adequate so far this 
fall as many will be looking to select out any that are not 
right up to snuff, but I very much doubt if any of the hard 
liners will sell out completely. Some of us are getting on 
in years but if we didnôt do the cattle, who would, and 
besides which, we need some thing to do ð even if it is 
with a lot of snivelling.  As the old joke goes, farmers 
whine about everything, but I sincerely would like you to 
point out anyone else who is so dependent on weather ð 
ok, maybe loggers ð but that is a form of farming too, 
isnôt it? 

Surviving Saskatchewan Floods  
Pat Filz, Forty Acre Blondes  

This should be an almost total surround of one quarter on Forty 

Acres land.  The other one they cannot access at all - except 

across the field of weeds on the west side -- thank goodness we 

swathed them before we had to take the cows out. The roads 

both north and south of  it are totally under water, up to 6 ft 

deep in spots. 

Blonde Cow Wins at Show 
 

Hosted by the Driffield Agricultural Society, this Show is 

one the biggest agricultural shows in England. The 136th 

show this year featured traditional displays of livestock 

and agricultural equipment. The heifer shown below, 

Burghwallis Diva, is owned by Willy Seels of Burghwallis, 

Doncaster. She won both Blonde dôAquitaine Champion 

AND Overall Beef Champion! Entrants are assessed on 

their build, height, weight, size, and looks. 

Words Women Use  
 

Fine  -  This is the word women use to end 
an argument when they are right and 
thatôs that. This word is also used in other 
ways, all very dangerous. Beware.  
 
Five Minutes -  lf she is getting dressed, 

this means half an hour. Five minutes is 
only five minutes if you have just been given five minutes 
to watch the game before helping around tfie house.  
 
Nothing  -  This is the calm before the storm. This means 
something and you should be on your toes. Arguments 
that begin with óNothingô usually end in óFineô. 
 
Go Ahead -  This is a dare, not permission. DONôT DO IT! 
 
Loud Sigh -  This isnôt actually a word, but it is a non-
verbal statement often misunderstood by men. A loud sigh 

means sheôs thinking youôre an idiot and wonders why she 
is wasting her time standing here and arguing with you 
about nothing. Refer above for meaning of óNothingô. 
 
�7�K�D�W�¶�V���2�N�D�\��-  This is one of the most dangerous 
statements a woman can make to a man. This means she 
wants to think long & hard before deciding how you will 
pay for your mistake.  
 
Thanks  -  A woman is thanking you. Do not question! Do 
not faint! Just say óYouôre Welcomeô. 
 

Whatever  -  This is a womanôs way of saying óBite me 
Buddyô or multiple other things. 
 
�,�¶�P���)�L�Q�H��-  She is never ever fine when she says this. 
Something is wrong, but she will not say anything until you 
do.  If you donôt, youôre in trouble. 


