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Message de la Présidente
Il est difficile de croire que l’été achève et que nous sommes 
déjà rendu au début de septembre. Avec le gel sur la pelouse ce 
matin, cela signifie que la saison des récoltes est à nos portes. Il est 
également temps de commencer à réfléchir au circuit d’automne 

qui comprend la convention nationale et 
l’AGA qui se tiendra à Victoriaville (Québec) 
du 5 au 8 octobre. Cela étant dit, cela 
signifie que mon mandat comme président 
de votre association achève. Ça été un 
trois ans d’apprentissage pour moi, mais 
grâce au soutien d’un excellent conseil 
d’administration, la charge de travail était 
assez légère. Certaines des réalisations 
de ces trois dernières années incluent un 
transfert du laboratoire de Genserve de 
Saskatoon à Delta Genomics d’Edmonton, 
l’utilisation des marqueurs d’ADN satellites 
à la vérification du SNP et à la sélection des 
traits (encore limitée à ce stade, mais la 
porte a été ouverte pour le rendre possible), 
trois conventions nationales et assemblées 
générales annuelles réussies tout en 
maintenant la publication de la Blonde 
Connection, la stabilité dans  l’adhésion des 
membres  et le nombre d’enregistrements 

et un budget réalisable. Bien que j’aimerais dire que nous avons 
vu une augmentation substantielle des producteurs commerciaux 
utilisant la génétique blonde, c’est une chose que je devrai laisser 
au prochain président. Je pense cependant que, en tant que 
petite race, nous avons résisté aux dernières années assez bien 
avec de nombreuses autres associations de race qui luttent pour 
maintenir leur part du gâteau du marché. Je crois vraiment que, 
avec le bon «type» de blondes, nous pouvons avoir un impact car 
les commentaires que j’ai eu des producteurs utilisant des blondes 
dans leurs programmes de croisement ont été très favorables au 
point où je suis convaincu qu’il entraînera des achats répétés de 
taureaux . Bien que nous puissions être en arrière sur certaines des 
races principales dans les ventes de taureaux, l’une des choses que 
la plupart des autres races ne peuvent se vanter est la camaraderie 
qui existe entre les membres de notre race. Pour l’amour des 
blondes, on se tient ensemble et nous nous efforçons de rendre 
notre race plus attrayante vis-à-vis les juges d’exposition ainsi que 
les éleveurs commerciaux. Comme un homme sage m’a dit une 
fois (et il parlait des blondes quand il l’a dit), “Le plaisir est dans 
la poursuite”. Continuez à viser pour la blonde parfaite et j’espère 
vous voir bientôt.

Traduction : Maureen Landry

President’s Message
It’s hard to believe summer is already coming to a close and we 
are into the first few days of September. With frost on the grass 
this morning it means that harvest season is just around the 
corner. It’s also time to start thinking about the fall show circuit 
which includes the National Show and AGM 
which will be held in Victoriaville, Quebec 
from October 5-8. That being said it means 
that my term as your association president is 
coming to a close as well. It has been three 
years of learning for me but thanks to the 
support of an excellent board of directors 
the workload was fairly light. Some of the 
achievements from the last three years 
include a switch in labs from Genserve in 
Saskatoon to Delta Genomics in Edmonton, 
the move to switch from using satellite 
DNA markers to SNP verification and trait 
selection (still limited at this point but the 
door has been opened to make it possible), 
three successful National Shows and Annual 
General Meetings all the while maintaining 
publication of the Blonde Connection, stable 
membership and registration numbers and a 
sustainable budget. Although I would like to 
say that we have seen a substantial increase 
in commercial producers using blonde genetics that’s one thing 
I will have to leave up to the next president. I do think however 
as a small breed we have weathered the last several years fairly 
well with many other breed associations struggling to maintain 
their slice of the market share pie. I truly believe that with the 
right ‘type’ of blondes we can have an impact as the feedback I 
have had from producers using blondes in their crossbreeding 
programs has been very favorable to the point where I am 
confident it will lead to repeat purchases of bulls. While we 
may lag behind some of the main breeds in bull sales, one thing 
that most other breeds cannot boast is the camaraderie that 
is shared between the members of our breed.  For the love of 
blondes we stick together and strive to make our breed more 
attractive to the eye of the show circuit judge as well as the 
commercial cattleman. As a wise-man once told me (and he 
was talking about blonde cattle when he said this), “The thrill 
is in the chase.”  Keep chasing the goal of having the perfect 
blonde and I hope to see you all soon.

 

David Kamelchuk David Kamelchuk

To access the Members Only Section on the 
website, please contact a Board member 
for the password. This page features current 
and archived Board minutes, as well as AGM 
minutes and committee reports since 2005.

Cover:  Photo courtesy of Eric Doran 
from Bogart Cattle Company. 

The Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine 
Association is not responsible for 
any claims made in an advertise-
ment appearing in this magazine.
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Most of Alberta had a great late spring/
early summer with good grazing and first 
cut hay crops. However many areas in the 
south and east of the province have had very 
little moisture since the spring and crops and 
pasture are drying up rapidly. That is in contrast 
with Central and Northern Alberta where too 
much rain has been the norm in many cases. 
Our pastures in the Westlock area look great 
for this time of year and are still lush and 
green, but making hay has been a challenge. 
Cattle prices remain historically strong in the 
west, and we hope to see them continue into 
the fall run.
 
Blonde cattle will again be exhibited at Farmfair 
International held inEdmonton, Alberta. The 
event is held November 8-11 in conjunction 
with the Canadian Finals Rodeo, and the 
Blondes will show Wednesday November 8th 
at 5 pm. If you are interested in exhibiting, 
entries close October 1st. More info can be 
found on the Farmfair website or by contacting 
Reed Rigney @ 780-348-5308.
 
The Alberta Blonde Bull test is being held 
again this winter, and the bulls will be fed at 
Willow Springs Stock Farm just as they have 
the past four years. Bulls will be arriving for the 
warm-up period on Saturday November 18th. 
Interest was high on the bulls last year, and this 
is a great way to get some attention for your 
program. Saturday November 18th will also 
be the date of the Alberta Blonde Association 
AGM, and it will be held at Willow Springs 
Stock Farm as well - the home of the Rigney 
family. For more information on either event 
please contact Reed Rigney @ 780-348-5308.
 
by Reed Rigney

  ALBERTA / BRITISH COLUMBIA

This has been a year of extremes.  The east 
has had cold, wet weather with the ensuing 
problems and the West has had hot and dry 
issues right into drought conditions in most of 
Saskatchewan into Alberta.  Manitoba appears 
to have had the best of it all.

In my area, the pastures are parched dry and 
unless we get some good downpours in the next 
six weeks we will go into winter with no reserve 
in them.  Ranchers are definitely  needing a lot of 
moisture here. Hay has been in short supply all 
through the area, varying from barely sufficient 
to desperately short. The grain farmers have 
had an excellent run on harvest conditions, no 
serious downtimes. The yield right here has 
been better than expected but not  record by 
any means.

Cattle prices are on a downhill slide reflecting 
the dry conditions, lack of feed and the necessity 
of some to cull heavily this fall.  It is what it is, we 
have weathered worse.

The Premier of Saskatchewan is stepping down, 
so there will be some political upheaval here.  The 
federal government is doing a tax revision that 
may impact al of the small businesses, including 
farming. The Man/Sask Blonde Association has 
been quiet for the summer. The National is on 
our minds and we hope all that get there have a 
wonderful, informative time.

Keep safe.
The Man/Sask Association.

by Pat Filz

 

  MANITOBA / SASKATCHEWAN

news from the

Summer seems to have 
missed Ontario this year 
but the rain certainly did 
not. Last year we were 
left begging for any sign 
of precipitation, while 
most were left begging 

for enough dry days to get the hay crop in this 
year. Our members in the Eastern regions of the 
province seemed to have a tougher time then 
those to the North and in the Western parts.
 
Dovecote Blondes and JAE Acres were gracious 
hosts of our Annual OBdAA Picnic. Many new 
faces were able to attend with the picnic 
moving a little further west and some regular 
faces were missed. Bruce Langstaff failed to 
receive the memo that we pick on Paul Fee at 
these events, and was pumping his tires quite 
a bit. We will rectify this issue next time. A 
very big thanks to John, Debbie and the entire 
Plas family, as well as Harry, Elizabeth and the 
Bouwmeester family. Hosting is no small task 
and we are very grateful they volunteered.

Show season is in full swing, with Campbellford 
Fair kicking things off. Five exhibitors with 25 
animals were out for what was a fantastic day.

Congratulations to Donaleen Blondes for taking 
home Grand Champion Male and Fee Haven 
Farms for winning Grand Champion Female. 
Be sure to check out your Fair Book for dates 
to other fairs. Coe Hill, Kinmount, Orono, 
Warkworth, Lindsay Ex and Markham should 
have a good contingent of Blondes on hand with 
good chances for making a Point Show. Let’s 
also show our support for Quebec as they will 
be hosting the National Show & AGM. There are 
a few breeders heading that way, so if you have 
interest in sending cattle or attending, reach out 
to a Board member and they can direct you to 
someone heading there as well.

  ONTARIO

UPDATE FROM THE BOARD

2016-17 CBDA Board of Directors - clockwise starting top left - Ryland Cleary (QC), Reed Rigney (AB), 
Shellie Wolfe (BC), Nicholas Boyd (ON), Dave Kamelchuk (AB), Paul Ferguson (ON), Paul Fee (ON) - missing 
Ashley McNevan (ON), Bill Van Bakel (ON

SNP Conversions - Are about 85% done, and most AI sires are done as well. You can check 
individual animals status by looking in the “other information” box just above the line that 
says Owner History. For a list of all animals completed as of Sept 1, 2017 please contact 
Reed Rigney.
Move from CLRC - The Board discussed this again after tabling it at the December 
2016 Board meeting. At that time our best option for a new service provider couldn’t 
accommodate us until 2018/2019. The Board hasn’t heard of any issues with the CLRC 
since the Fall of 2016 and had none themselves. Service seems to be improving, and so 
the Board tabled discussion until new issues arise, and will discuss options again in the 
fall of 2018. If our membership had or does have any service issues through 2017/2018 
please notify a member of the Board.
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provinces
News from the Québec Blonded’Aqui-
taine Association

Nouvelles de l’Association Blonde 
d’Aquitaine du Québec 

  QUEBEC4H members are encouraged to make sure they 
have gone over the requirements necessary to 
receive their reimbursement from the OBdAA. 
We are looking for high quality pictures of you 
and your project so we can display them on 
our websites and in the upcoming Connection. 
We hope your show season is a successful one 
and you remember the most important part: 
have fun! The OBdAA once again had a booth 
at the Hastings Plowing Match. As always its 
the volunteers who make this possible. Special 
thanks to Eric Doran, Mary Ellen Ferguson and 
the McGee clan for donating your time and 
promoting our breed.

The 17th Annual Cream of the Crop will take 
place Saturday, Oct 28th at Hoards Station. The 
sale starts at 4:00pm and as this goes to print, 
Eric has finished off the Sale Cataloge, so expect 
it in the mail soon. If you’re like me and cant 
wait, check it out online on the OBdAA. CBDA 
or Ontario Facebook websites. We hope to see 
all of our members in attendance as there are 
40 exciting lots consigned and sure to be some 
additional lots added on.

As a reminder, to help make things smoother 
with both CLRC and for thenCBDA/OBdAA 
budgeting, we encourage everyone to get their 
2017 registrations in as soon as possible. This 
will also help expedite the process for yourself, 
as the late fall/early winter often see’s a flurry 
of activity and slows the process.

Hopefully this newsletter finds all our members 
nationwide well.

All the best,
Nicholas Boyd

Le 29 avril 2017 nous 
avons eu l’assemblée 
annuelle des membres, 
Gilbert Gauthier a été 
réélu président, Clémence 
Landry vice-présidente et 
les directeurs sont L. Pierre 

Léger, Dominic Ager, Laurent Desrosiers et Ryland Cleary 
n’hésitez pas de les appeler pour discuter de la race et de 
l’association.

Un petit rappel que l’Association Canadienne Blonde 
d’Aquitaine tiendra son Assemblée Générale Annuelle 
des Membres durant les activités de l’Expo Bœuf 
2017 de Victoriaville, nous aurons la visite de Blondes 
d’Aquitaine Ontariennes et Albertaines à cette 
exposition d’envergure. Oubliez pas de réserver vos 
commandites pour le jugement et les plaques, faites 
vite il en reste un peu.

Venez en grand nombre pour les accueillir et amener 
vos Blondes d’Aquitaine Québécoises.

Sur une petite note de la température au Québec : 
Quand on se regarde on se désole mais quand on 
compare on se console.

Les Fermes Clearidge nous ont représenté à l’Expo 
Richmond et ont récolté la 2ième place sur toute la 
ligne dans le jugement Inter-races.

Pour plus d’information sur votre association, vous 
pouvez toujours visiter le site Internet de 
l’association au :
http://www.blondaquitaineqc.com

Maureen Landry, secrétaire

On April 29th, 2017, we held the Québec annual 
general meeting, Gilbert Gauthier was reelected 
President, Clémence Landry Vice-President and the 
directors are Dominic Ager, Ryland Cleary, Laurent 
Desrosiers and L. Pierre Léger. Do not hesitate to call 
them to discuss the Breed or the Association. 

Reminding you that the Canadian Blond d’Aquitaine 
Association will be holding it’s Annual General 
Meeting during the Expo Boeuf 2017 Fair in 
Victoriaville, there will be Ontarian and Albertan 
Blond d’Aquitaine visiting this great Fair, don’t forget 
to reserve your sponsorship for the National Show, 
it’s going fast.

Hoping that there will be several Québec Blond 
d’Aquitaine present to welcome them.

Talking Québec weather: When we think of our 
weather we are discouraged but when we compare 
we are thankful.

Clearidge Farms represented the Blonde d’Aquitaine 
breed at Richmond Fair in All Other Breeds and won 
overall 2nd place.

Don’t forget the Lindsay Fair in Ontario is coming up 
September 20th thru September 24th.

Members of the Board hope to see new breeders 
showing their best subjects at the 2017 exhibitions. 
For more information, please contact Maureen 
Landry at 819 336-3966 or visit our website at: 
http://www.blondaquitaineqc.com

Maureen Landry, secretary

CLEARIDGE EVIECLEARIDGE ECHO

WSS XTRAVAGANT WITH  
CLEARIDGE ECHO



Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine Association
National Meeting, Show &  Sale
OCTOBER / OCTOBRE 5 to 8 / Victoriavilla, Quebec

THURSDAY / OCTOBER 5  

8:00AM to 8:00PM  Arrival & stalling of cattle 
8:00PM  Hospitality / Hotel Victorin 

FRIDAY / OCTOBER 6 
12:45PM Registration for the Annual General Meeting of the 
Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine Association (Hotel Victorin) 

1:00PM Annual Meeting (with translation French/English, 
English/French) at the Hotel Victorin. 

4:00PM to 5:00PM Board Meeting of the new board of 
Directors of the Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine Association. 
6:00PM to 8:00PM Expo Boeuf Banquet 
8:00PM Hospitality / Hotel Victorin

SATURDAY / October 7
12:30PM to 5:00PM National Blonde d’Aquitaine Show 
7:00PM Blonde Banquet & Silent Auction (Hotel Victorin)

SUNDAY / october 8 
6:00PM  Release of cattle / must be out of barns by 
                Monday 10:00AM

SCHEDULE  of  EVENTS

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES ARE AVAILABLE!
Contact for Sponsorships / Pour Commandites: Maureen Landry

JEUDI / OCTOBRE 5 
8:00AM to 8:00PM  Arrivée des animaux  
8:00PM  Accueil / Hotel Victorin

VENDREDI / OCTOBRE 6
12:45PM Inscription à l’assemblée générale annuelle de 
l’Association canadienne de la blonde d’aquitaine (Hôtel Victorin) 

1:00PM Réunion Annuelle (avec traduction française / 
anglais, anglais / français) à l’Hôtel Victorin.

4:00PM to 5:00PM Conseil d’administration de 
l’Association canadienne de la blonde d’Aquitaine. 
6:00PM to 8:00PM  Expo Boeuf Banquet 
8:00PM Accueil / Hotel Victorin

SAMEDI / octobRE 7
12:30PM to 5:00PM National Blonde d’Aquitaine Jugement 
7:00PM  Blonde Banquet et Encan Silencieux (Hotel Victorin)

DIMANCHE / october 8 
6:00PM  Départ des animaux par Monday 10:00AM

Cédule  des Activités

Accomodations: Hotel Victorin is the host hotel. Call for room 
availability 1 877 845-5344.

Accomodations: L’hôtel Victorin est l’hôtel hôte. Appelez pour 
la disponibilité de la chambre 1 877 845-5344.

In conjunction with / dans le cadre de l’Expo-Beouf, Victoriaville 2017

Sale of Show Animals:  This year, all show animals that will 
be for sale will have a coloured sign with all relevant information 
concerning the animal. A catalogue will also be available on the 
Québec website.
Anyone interested in purchasing these animals will negotiate 
directly with the owner of the animal.
Information will be forwarded to everyone in the future as we 
progress with this project.
Hope everyone will take an interest in this very important event.

CONTACTS Maureen Landry Show & Sale (819)336-3966 maureen.landry@cgocable.ca 
Dave Kamelchuk CBDA - National Meeting (780) 675-1227 littlecreekagroforestry@gmail.com 
 

Vente de Animaux Spectcles: Cette année, tous les animaux 
montrant qui seront à vendre auront un panneau coloré avec 
toutes les informations pertinentes concernant l’animal. Un cata-
logue sera également disponible sur le site internet du Québec.

Toute personne intéressée à acheter ces animaux négociera 
directement avec le propriétaire de l’animal.

Les informations seront transmises à tous dans le futur à mesure que nous 
progressons avec ce projet.
J’espère que tout le monde s’intéressera à cet événement très important..

IMPORTANT
Meeting Date and

Show Time has  
been changed!



Dusty Acre Blondes 

These were Kaylyn’s two 4-H  
projects for 2016-17 year. Both 

her heifer and steer had the second 
highest daily gain. 

Here is a couple that 
Will be in my pens  
on the bull test. 
 
Please contact Shellie 
Home: 250-782-8565 
Cell : 250-782-8565 
 
I have a couple bred 
heifers that I am 
thinking about selling 
this fall. 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES ARE AVAILABLE!
Contact for Sponsorships / Pour Commandites: Maureen Landry
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Order your homozygous polled semen from:
WEST WINDS GERSHWIN

• Purebred Bull
• Homozygous Polled (one of the early recognized)

• An easy calving bull whose calves have great growth
• Used in natural service until 11 years of age

• Maternal Grandfather to Rupari Joiner,
who sold for $50,000 AUS + VAT

• ONLY a limited number of straws remain, 
GET YOURS TODAY!

WEST WIND
BLONDES

WEST WIND
BLONDES

West Winds
GERSHWIN

147G D9578(P) 129N

Pictured at 8 years of age
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