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TATTOO LETTER FOR 2014 IS “B”

MARKET YOUR SEEDSTOCK ONLINE

The Canadian Blonde d’Aquitaine Association is not respon-
sible for any claims made in an advertisement appearing in 
this newsletter.

Cover Photo Contest Winner:
Ashley McNevan of Over the Top Cattle Co., Ontario

Send in your photos for a chance to win a $25 credit with CLRC

PROVINCIAL CONTACTS

Why not advertise your bulls, cows, heifers, semen or embryos 
where the world can see what you have available! If you have 
any bulls or females for sale, embryos or semen, or are look-
ing to buy, this is the place for you. Use the Canadian Blondes 
marketplace to find livestock, hay, or other items you might 
want. Text only ads on the Marketplace page are just $5!  
Ads with pictures are charged $10 per picture.

FAX OR E-MAIL YOUR INFORMATION:
FAX 403-549-2374
E-MAIL President Myrna Flesch

B



Message de la Présidente
En premier lieu, Merci à l’Association Blonde d’Aquitaine 
de l’Alberta pour avoir organiser l’AGA, l’exposition et la 
vente à Olds au mois d’octobre.  La participation à l’expo-
sition était impressionnante, le banquet était un succès 
avec un menu formidable et plusieurs membres étaient 
présents pour l’AGA. 

Votre Conseil d’administration a initié un moratorium 
pour les frais d’enregistrement pour l’année 2014.  Vous 
trouverez ces détails ailleurs dans ce bulletin.

Une initiative est en place pour publier une revue  Blonde 
Connection tôt en 2014 – cette revue comprendra des 
mises à jour au sommaire des géniteurs et un répertoire 
des membres – c’est passé dû et nous espérons pouvoir 
attirer l’appuie des membres.

Ce bulletin a une nouvelle rédactrice et une nouvelle al-
lure.  Nous souhaitons la bienvenue à Jane Keeley.  Reed 
Rigney, avec l’aide indispensable de Steve Acres, Dave Ka-
melchuk et Ashley McNevan, sont chargés de trouver ou 
générer des articles d’intérêt afin d’améliorer notre pub-
lication.

Joyeux Noël et
Bonne et Heureuse Année à tous.

Myrna Flesch

President’s Message
First off, thank you to the Alberta Association for hosting 
the AGM, Show and Sale in Olds in October. There was a 
good crowd for the Show, the banquet was well attended 
and had an excellent choice of food and the AGM was well 
attended.

Your Board has initiated a moratorium on Registration 
Fees for the Calendar Year 2014.  This is detailed else-
where in the Newsletter.

An initiative is in place to have a Blonde Connection mag-
azine prepared early in 2014 which will include  updates 
to the Sire Summary and Member Directory.  This is over-
due from a breed perspective and an item that is hoped 
will draw member support.

The Newsletter has a “new editor” and a “new look”.  We 
welcome Jana Keeley to our Blonde family. Reed Rigney 
along with assistance from Steve Acres, Dave Kamelchuk 
and Ashley McNevan are in charge of generating or find-
ing vibrant articles which should rejuvenate our quarterly 
breed publication.

Have a Very Merry Christmas and a
Happy, Prosperous and Healthy New Year.

Myrna Flesch

The Canadian and Alberta Blonde d’Aquitaine Associations would like 
to thank Ken Mackenzie for his years of service to our breed. Ken, who 
was the first President of the Canadian Blonde Association (1974), has 
recently retired from both of our Boards. Ken was instrumental in the 
early development of the breed, importing bulls, as well as importing 
the first Blonde female from France.

Thank You!



     Building for the future with Crystal Waldo 23W’s Offsprings 
 

 
  
    

                                 Crystal Farms 
Paul & Mary Ellen, Samantha & Phillip Ferguson 

 
21 Crystal Road, R R 3, Jasper, ON K0G 1G0 

Tel: 613∙275∙2422 
   Fax: 613∙274∙1713 

                          Email: ferguson.maryellen@gmail.com 
 

 

Special Thank You!  To all the buyers in 2013.  
Shirley Bilton & Myrna Flesch, James Graham, Don Dunham, Dave Kamelchuk,         
Shellie Wolfe & Dave Rounds, Joan & Ryland Cleary, Gary Picken, Ian Kruis,  
Bill Van Bakel, Tyler Sutcliffe & Ashley McNevan, Brent & Tyler Hughes, Bill Reid,  
           Ross Musgrove, Mike Afelskie, Pat McGonegal and Bram Couperus. 

 
 



It will replace the March 2014 newsletter, and then each 
March newsletter for the foreseeable future. The mail-out and 
distribution will also be expanded versus our current newslet-
ter which only goes out to members from the last three years. 
The newsletters will still be produced in June, September and 
December of each year.
 
The idea is for this magazine to contain all of the pertinent 
Blonde information from the year just past and advertise new 
events for the year to come. It will contain complete country 
wide show and sale results with pictures of the champions 
(when available), bull test results, articles about Blonde breed-
ers, articles about Blonde cattle in general as well as other cat-
tle industry articles. It will also contain a yearly sire summary 
(EPD’s) and membership directory.
 

As with any project of this nature we will need help from our 
membership. If you have any information regarding the Blonde 
breed or its breeders please forward it to us. If you come across 
particularly interesting industry information please forward it 
to us. We will also need support in the form of advertising, so 
get your thinking caps on to design the perfect ad to market 
your program.
 
CBDA Publications Committee
Reed Rigney – Chair
Steve Acres
Dave Kamelchuk
Ashley McNevan

Plans are being made to produce a new Blonde Connection magazine!



Well we certainly had a great National 
event in Alberta this fall. We had great 
support from our sponsors, and mem-
bership alike; I would like to thank ev-
eryone involved. There was a great On-
tario contingent complete with a string 
of cattle and “Mayor” Baker made an 
appearance as well. We also had great 
support from our Man/Sask breeders, 
many of whom made the trip to Alberta. 
Last but not least is the Olds Ag. Society 
who really bent over backwards to make 
us comfortable.
 
Friday was show day, and Little Creek 
Farms came out on top as both Premier 
Breeder and Exhibitor. The quality of 
animals shown was great, and we cer-
tainly thank all of those that made the 
effort to exhibit cattle. Following that we 
had a great meal at the Olds Legion and 
wrapped up the evening with the silent

auction. Our “silent” auctioneer, Nich-
olas Boyd from Ontario, did a great job 
keeping it light and fun. High selling an-
imal was Crystal Ace (earlier named Na-
tional Reserve Champion Bull), who was 
consigned by Crystal Farms of Ontario 
and purchased by Shirley Bilton of West 
Wind Blondes in Alberta for $5500. We 
also raised a good chunk of money for 
the Alberta Association through the oth-
er donated items. A full report will be in 
the new 2014 Blonde Connection.
 
The Alberta AGM was held in late No-
vember. It was a nasty weekend on the 
roads, and some members sat in on the 
meeting via speaker phone. Items of 
note from the meeting were: the Associ-
ation is in a strong financial position, Ken 
Mackenzie has retired from the Board 
while Dave Kamelchuk was returned to 
the Board and Ross Musgrove was newly

elected, some new marketing initiatives 
were discussed and will be fleshed out at 
later dates.
 
The Alberta Blonde Bull Test had been 
cancelled, but is now up and running 
again. We have 11 bulls on test from 
Little Creek Farms (The Kamelchuks), 
Spruce Vale Blondes (the Jacksons), Up-
per Cache Blondes (Ross Musgrove) and 
Willow Springs Stock Farm (the Rigneys). 
Start date is December 8th, and the 
test will be complete by April 1st, 2014. 
Complete results will be available on our 
website, or can be sent directly to those 
interested by contacting the Alberta As-
sociation or any of the consignors.

  ALBERTA



After a long, cold winter there was a 
reasonable summer of warmth and rain 
which promoted fantastic hay crops and 
excellent grain stands. This is the first 
time in years Sask could get a second cut 
of hay in most areas if wanted or need-
ed.  That is, if you got it off the first time 
fast enough to beat the alfalfa weevil to 
it. Pastures were lush and most held out 
well until late Oct as long as not over 
grazed. There was sporadic rains which 
pushed the harvest back a few times, 
even now as this blurb goes in, there are 
a few fields still not done. Cattle prices 
are holding up well, the market remains 
strong with all classes doing quite nicely.  
The main run is almost over for this year 
but as there is an abundance of hay here,

Le conseil d’administration de votre association 
consiste des membres suivants :  
Gilbert Gauthier, Président  
Martin Boulanger, Vice-président
Clémence Landry   
Jean-Pierre Lavoie   
L. Pierre Léger

Vous pouvez voir les résultats et les pho-
tos des expositions 2013 sur le Site Inter-
net de l’association : www.blondaquita-
ineqc.com dans la section Expositions.

Les membres du  conseil d’administra-
tion de l’Association du Québec aime-
raient remercier tous les éleveurs qui 
encouragent la promotion de la race au 
Québec en participant aux différentes 
expositions.

L’organisme QUÉBEC 4H, qui est un or-
ganisme à but non-lucratif servant la

The board of directors consist of :
Gilbert Gauthier, Président  
Martin Boulanger, Vice-président
Clémence Landry   
Jean-Pierre Lavoie   
L. Pierre Léger

You can view pictures of the expositions 
on the Association’s Website: www.
blondaquitaineqc.com in the Exhibition 
section.

The Québec Board of Directors would 
like to take this time to thank the breed-
ers who help to promote the breed in 
Québec by participating in the different 
Exhibitions.

QUÉBEC 4H, a non-profit organization 
that serves the rural youth of Québec is 
celebrating 100 years of the movement 
and we would like to congratulate them 
for the work they have done and hoping 
long life to their organization.
 
The Annual General Meeting will be held 
in Notre-Dame-du-Bon-Conseil on Feb-
ruary 22nd 2013 at 1: p.m. There will 
be a lunch served at noon for all paid up 
members. We will be mailing an invita-
tion to attend to all the Québec mem-
bers.

Nouvelles de l’Association Blonde 
d’Aquitaine du Québec

News from the Québec Blonde d’Aquit-
aine Association

some are keeping over quite a few for 
later markets. The participation in the 
Cream of the Crop sale of registered ani-
mals was quite spectacular, too.  The bid-
ding was brisk & high.  Congratulations 
to all that entered animals and the peo-
ple who purchased them.

The National was a great success again 
with breeders coming from all over Can-
ada, we had a marvelous time swapping 
stories, renewing old acquaintances and 
making new ones,  When we get togeth-
er it feels like old home week.

This winter coming up will be as full of ex-
pectations as most are while we wait for 
the calving season to start. Cows share

at the home pastures now, eating to 
build up their reserves and to nour
ish the foetus they are carrying. Last 
seasons’ calves are in their designated 
spots, the saved top of the crop starting 
to look like prospective herdsires and 
fantastic dams.

Just would like to mention that our sym-
pathy goes out to all that lost cattle in 
that major storm in the States last Octo-
ber.

Until next time, watch out for corners, 
there is always work behind them.

  MANITOBA / SASKATCHEWAN

  QUEBEC

jeunesse rurale du Québec, célèbre cette 
année le 100ième anniversaire du mou
 
vement, nous désirons féliciter les mem-
bres de l’organisation pour leur travail 
accompli et leur souhaiter longue vie. 
 
L’Assemblée générale annuelle des mem-
bres aura lieu le 22 février 2014 à 13h00 
à Notre-Dame-du-Bon-Conseil et il y 
aura un diner de servi à 12h00 pour tous 
les membres en règle de l’Association. 
Une convocation sera postée à tous les 
membres.



Merry Christmas
Forty Acre Blondes

Box 418
Lampman, SK

S0C 1N0
Phone:  306.634.2174
Cell:  306.421.6987

Email: fortyacreblondes@sasktel.net

Don Mehler 
& Pat Filz



in 1994 to act as a unified voice of the purebred cattle industry and pro-
mote Canadian purebred beef genetics domestically and internationally.  
Today, CBBC represents the interest of 18 purebred beef breed Associ-
ations as well as several of Canada’s top export companies and major 
exhibitions. The top priorities of CBBC are government and industry ad-
vocacy, market access for live cattle and genetics, and scientific advance-
ment for the beef cattle industry. CBBC representatives have attended 
events around the world promoting the integrity of Canadian genetics 
and why Canada is the best place in the world to do business.

CBBC currently represents the interests of the purebred cattle industry 
at the Canadian Cattlemen Association (CCA), Canadian Cattle Identifica-
tion Agency (CCIA), Beef Improvement Federation (BIF), Canadian Live-
stock Genetics Association (CLGA) and Canadian Animal Health Coalition 
meetings. We work closely with federal and provincial governments and 
are active in committee and round-table discussions. This advocacy is 
important for purebred producers for many reasons. Purebred produc-
ers are small in number, but as we all know, play a vital role in the beef 
cattle production system. The genetic base for Canada’s national herd 
starts with purebred cattle and that perspective needs to be heard or 
it is easily forgotten. In developing foreign markets for purebred cattle, 
CBBC does not work alone. It is a combined effort of breeders, export-
ers, livestock exhibitions (domestic and international), government offi-
cials, industry organizations and breed associations. As part of its gov-
ernment advocacy efforts, CBBC has historically been very successful in 
obtaining financial assistance that is used to support those involved in 
creating more value for Canadian genetics. This is an ongoing effort that 
will continue for the foreseeable future. 

CBBC is actively working with Livestock Gentec (a division of the Univer-
sity of Alberta) on several initiatives that will ensure the beef cattle in-
dustry remainscompetitive from a scientific and technological perspec-
tive with other animal protein industries. This includes identifying key 
areas of research that are relevant to the purebred industry as well as 
assisting producers who wish to apply new technologies. Understanding 
and incorporating Genomic information into everyday management is 
both a challenge and an opportunity for the beef industry. If managed 
correctly, it will provide Canada and its producers, with a distinct com-
petitive advantage. 

If you have questions or comments regarding the activities of CBBC, 
feel free to contact me at mlatimer@canadianbeefbreeds.com or by 
phone at 403-730-0350.

CANADIAN BEEF BREEDS

by Michael Latimer 
CBBC Executive Director

September 2013

Prior to the AGM in October, several mem-
bers approached directors of the CBDA Board 
with the idea of a registration fee moratori-
um. Following discussion of the merits and 
drawbacks, a majority of the membership in 
attendance at the AGM thought we should 
proceed with the idea. As this change  is not 
by-law related, it was referred back to the 
Board of Directors. At our Board meeting in 
November, a motion to place a moratorium 
on registration fees was passed.
 
Here are the particulars:
 
•  Fullblood and Purebred registrations will
    be priced at $25 regardless of animal age.
•  Percentage registrations will be priced at 
    $15 regardless of animal age.
•  All by-laws pertaining to registrations are
    in effect.
•  To be eligible you must be a member in
    good standing with the Canadian Blonde 
    Association in 2014.
•  Applications must be sent in 2014 (ie:
    post-marked or time stamped).
 
One word of caution. Please ensure that 
you understand the by-laws for registration 
before you begin the process of registering 
older animals; specifically the DNA require-
ments. All Fullbloods will need to be DNA 
verified to sire and dam, and all Purebreds 
must have their sires DNA on file. Make sure 
that you have the proper DNA trail in place.
 
This is a great chance to catch up on the reg-
istrations for older animals, and we certainly 
hope that you all take advantage of this op-
portunity as it will not be continued in 2015. 
If you have any further questions please 
don’t hesitate to contact Reed Rigney, or any 
other member of the Board.

Important Change
2014 REGISTRATION FEE
MORATORIUM

Council Report 
Many purebred cattle producers don’t know 
that much about the Canadian Beef Breeds 
Council (CBBC), which is understandable giv-
en the fact that there has been more direct 
interaction with respective breed associa-
tions than with producers. CBBC was estab-
lished in 1994 to act as a unified voice of the 
purebred cattle industry and promote Ca-
nadian purebred beef genetics domestically 
and internationally.  CBBC was established 



              BREEDER PROFILE

Crystal Farms is the family owned and op-
erated farm of Paul, Mary-Ellen, Saman-
tha and Phillip Ferguson and is located at 
21 Crystal Road, which is approximately 
10 minutes south of the village of Jasper, 
Ontario, or about 1 hour south of Ottawa.  
On land that was originally Paul’s fathers; 
Crystal Farms is home to an elite quality 40 
cow herd of fullblood and purebred blonde 
d’aquitaine cattle.  

Crystal Farms land base is comprised of 
400 acres of mixed farm land with ap-
proximately 220 acres of cleared crop and 
pasture.  The remaining land is a mixture 
of brush and swamp.  The majority of the 
crop land is primarily used for the produc-
tion of forage crops for winter feeding.  Re-
cently, the Fergusons have introduced sor-
ghum into their management plan, which 
provides them with high quality first cut 
wrapped feed, as well as grazing on the 
regrowth later in the season. Calves are 
not creep fed but there is generally plenty 
of forage and Paul believes that it is im-
portant to know what the cows can do on 
pasture and hay alone. Once the calves 
are weaned potential replacement heifers 
are put on a growing ration. It is very im-
portant to have them ready to breed and 
calve at 2 years of age. First calf heifers are 
kept separate from the cow herd during 
first calving (from Nov. to May). They are 
fed grain to keep them growing, milking 
and improves their ability to breed back 
as 3 year olds.  Hard doers are culled out.

Paul had always dreamed of becoming a 
farmer, and upon the completion of col-
lege in Kempville, Ontario, his passion 
for farming hadn’t diminished.  Paul and 
Mary-Ellen began the fulfilment of their 
dream with the purchase of Crystal Farms 
in 1999.  This was not only a dream come 
true for the Ferguson family, but the be-
ginning of a journey in which they would 
grow Crystal Farms into one of Canada’s 
most respected sources of  top quality 
blonde d’aquitaine genetics. Paul’s pas-
sion for blonde cattle began much earlier 
than the purchase of the farm.

The look and color of the well-muscled 
animals made blondes their breed of 
choice. He purchased his first blonde in 
1984 from Don Campbell of Peterborough 
Ontario and he recalls it was a bull calf 
that he paid $3500 for.  When we asked 
Paul about the most influential animals in 
his farm’s history that got him to where he 
is today he said that there were two main 
decisions that changed his program. He 
said, “I walked through Laverne McGee’s 
herd in the fall of 2001 and picked out 4 
heifers that I felt were his best based on 
eye appeal. At least 75% of my herd today 
is influenced by those 4 heifers. My oth-
er decision was purchasing a bull named 
Sandytown Methuselah in the spring of 
2003. He was the top gaining blonde bull 
and the 3rd bull over all breeds at the bull 
test station. He went on to produce high 
performance animals with fleshing ability 
and they were very docile.”

The foundation of Crystal Farms breeding 
program goes back to Paul’s agricultural 
education where he learned about the 
value of genetic improvement.  It is one 
of Paul’s goals to have a top performance 
herd and he relies heavily on the use of 
EPDs in making decisions on breeding 
and animal retention.  His focus is on 
maintaining high performance and milk 
with a balance of fleshing ability, fertility 
and muscle.  Not to ignore conformation, 
Crystal Farms cattle have been recognized 

for their correctness and eye appeal, 
winning many titles at national and local 
shows and topping sales regularly.
   
As well as the farm, the Ferguson’s own 
a home building business, Paul Ferguson 
Construction Ltd., building homes in the 
Ottawa region of Ontario. Running the 
construction business is Pauls’ main occu-
pation even though, like most of the rest 
of us, he would “rather be farming”. Away 
from the farm and the business you can 
often find the Fergusons at the local rink 
as both Samantha and Phillip are accom-
plished broomball players.  The Fergusons 
are also active members in both the Cana-
dian and Ontario Blonde d’Aquitaine Asso-
ciations with Paul currently serving on the 
national board and several committees.  
Samantha and Philip have also been very 
active in showing Blonde cattle as their 4H 
Beef projects. Crystal Farms believes that 
getting good blondes out in front of pro-
ducers is very important and as such they 
are often found at local Agricultural or fall 
fairs on the weekends.  One of the Fergu-
son’s most memorable moments was in 
Paul’s words as follows, “My most memo-
rable event was in Lindsay at the National 
in 2011, receiving Grand Champion Bull, 
Grand Champion Female and selling a bull 
calf for $5,000.00. We were not expecting 
any of the three to happen!”
Respectfully submitted by Paul Fee and 
David Kamelchuk   

Crystal
Farms



From  

West Winds Zeke 

West Winds Zephyr 

Crystal Austin 

  We have had a wonderful fall, but old man winter has came 
back in full force in northern BC.  I would like to thank West 
Wind Blondes and Crystal Farms for giving us the opportunity 
for us to purchase  three new herd sires this year. I would also 
like to congratulate our daughter Kaylyn on  
the purchase of her new heifer from  
Willow Springs Stock Farm ,WSS Anne 
 at the Olds Fall Classic in October.  
 
May all of you have a safe 
and  love filled holidays 
with family and friends. 

Dave & Shellie 
RR 2, Site 4, Comp 1,Dawson Creek, BC, V1G4E8 
Phone:250-782-8565 
Email: dustyacreblondes@outlook.com 
Website: www.dustyacreblondes.com  
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